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tude towards the purpose of music thus
became completely changed. He de-
veloped a system of harmony and
orchestration that was entirely new and
eminently suitable for obtaining " im-
pressionistic " effects.

In his early days Maurice Ravel
(1875-1937) flirted with impressionism,
but never made it the sole purpose of
his art. After such impressionistic
masterpieces as the lovely " Daphnis
and Chloe ** Suites - and " Mother
Goose " Suite, he became essentially a
classicist, as shown in his Sonatina for
piano and Piano Concerto.

The Waltz King.

Johann Strauss senior was one of
the first musicians to devote himself
entirely to light music, and his son,
Johann Strauss (1825-1899), the
" Waltz King," carried on this tradi-
tion. He composed some four hundred
waltzes and swept the world of opera
off its feet with a score of operettas and

the immortal " Die Fledermaus."

Brahms himself had a great admira-
tion for Strauss, and once when asked
to sign a fan belonging to Strauss's
wife, he wrote the first few bars of the
" Blue Danube " Waltz with the words :
" Not, I regret to say, by your devoted
friend, Johannes Brahms."

Some of the best light music to be
written outside Vienna and Paris is to
be found in England. It started with
the wonderful partnership of Gilbert
and Sullivan which resulted in their
immortal operas. Sullivan's music
from an orchestral point of view was far
superior to anything written in England
at that time.

Sullivan was succeeded by Edward
German (1862-1936), who wrote a
quantity of incidental music including
the ever-popular Henry VIII and Nell
Gwynn Dances, and the light operas
" Tom Jones " and " Merrie England."
Coleridge-Taylor would have been
German's greatest rival had he lived.

WHERE THE  GREAT RUSSIAN COMPOSER WAS  BORN
This house at Kamsko-Votinsk, in Russia, was the birthplace in 1840 of the composer of sad
and strange music, Peter Tchaikovsky.   In 1848, when his parents left the district for Moscow, the
boy musician could already read scores at sight and play them easily.    We think of Tchaikovsky
as the " sad musician," because his works are in many cases tinged with melancholy.